already in communication with the Parliamentary forces in
Buckinghamshire, whose propinquity appears to have some-
what diminished the military ardour of Dr. Piek and his
u schollers ". A special Delegacy, popularly known as TAe
Councell of Warre, was appointed to co-operate with the
King's troops in organising the defence of the city, but on
rumours of an impending attack from the Parliamentarians
it was deemed prudent to send emissaries to Aylesbury,
and to hasten the departure of Sir John Byron and his
troop. The Parliamentary commanders took the protesta-
tions of the University at their true value, sent Dr. Pink fa
custody to London, and on I2th September occupied the
city with a considerable force under Colonel Goodwin,
Two days later Lord Say and Sele, recently appointed by
the Parliament to be Lord Lieutenant of the county, arrived
in Oxford and assumed the direction of affairs.

Lord Say's occupation lasted for about a fortnight, but
he treated the University with a forbearance which suggests
that Parliament did not yet despair of securing its adhesion.
The embryo fortifications were demolished, and a rigorous
search was instituted for plate and arms. But except for
the destruction of the image of the Virgin and Child over
St Mary's porch, "the combustion of divers Popish books
and pictures," and the smashing of a picture of the King,
" made of alabaster and gilt over," in the Warden's lodgings
at New College, little damage was done. A certain Scot,
however, is said to have "marvayled how the schollers
could goe to their bukes for those painted idolatrous
wyndows" (in Christ Church). Christ Church, its Dean
(Dr. Fell), and University College lost their plate as a
punishment for their efforts to conceal it; but to the rest
of the Colleges it was, with questionable wisdom, restored
upon condition "it should be forthcoming at the parlia-
ment's appointment and not employed at the least againsthis chapter is largely based. hand against
